
The session “Nationalism and Theory” will take place during the CSA conference in Waterloo, Ontario. The 47th Annual Conference of the CSA will be held from Tuesday May 29 through to Saturday, June 2, 2012. This event will be held as a part of the Canadian Federation of Humanities and Social Sciences Congress, this year taking place at Wilfrid Laurier University and the University of Waterloo, in Waterloo, Ontario.

The discussant is asked to read all the papers in the session, and provide feedback to the authors after the presentations. Two of the papers are by students, one by a PhD/independent scholar, and the last by a professor at a Canadian University. The prospective discussants have to belong to the CSA and register for Congress too in order to be included in the schedule.
Presenter 1

“What is a nation?” revisited: plumbing the depths of a concept

Undertaking a critical historical analysis of the modern nation-state, I separate out the various concepts that are commonly referred to as ‘nation’ in order to provide an explanatory model for the emergence of national identities as they relate to the modern nation-state. Contrary to contemporary scholarly theories of the modern nation-state, I argue that the abolishment of feudal property relations in 17th century England and the subsequent introduction of a legally codified system of private property enabled the creation of the modern individual on which current national identities are formed. Through an analysis of the movement from feudal property relations to modern capitalist property relations, I demonstrate that such identities are an attempt to unify the modern individual, torn from prior modes of locally based identification and personhood. In doing so, I provide a greater cohesive focus to the numerous other definitions of nation and theoretical approaches to national identity.
Presenter 2

Newfoundland Ethnicity: Myth or Reality?

The issue of ethnicity is very much at the core of the individual; in fact, ethnic identity can, and oftentimes does, have a strong influence on how we perceive ourselves as individuals. Loosely speaking, ethnicity (or ethnic group) is defined as a group of people whose members identify with one another through a number of common or shared characteristics. Based on this definition alone, many scholars would agree that French Canadians and Aboriginal peoples easily meet these criteria – but what about Newfoundlanders? Does calling oneself a Newfoundlander invoke a specific set of linguistic or cultural features that are held to be common? Can a strong argument be made that Newfoundlanders constitute an ethnic group? This purpose of this paper then is to assess that latter claim using a modified version of Anthony Smith’s fundamental features of national identity. The paper will first provide a brief overview of ethnicity while framing nationalism within the context of identity. The paper will then discuss each fundamental feature (culture, pride, historic homeland, as well as a shared history and language) in order to provide support that Newfoundlanders do indeed constitute an ethnic group.   

Presenter 3

Kurdish Nationalism in Theory: Kurdish National Case

In this paper, ‘Kurdish national case’ is sysnomous to Kurdish nationalism; the two share theorical and practical components.  An analysis of what Kurdish nationalism /case and the existing theories of Kurdish nationalism / case, the ways in which they have been decribed, preceived, characterized is the main focus on this paper. As academics we have the obligation to produce accurate, true, genuine knowledge. We have to apply the standard, and, or, similar theories of “nationalism” and “nation” in the analysis, explanation, description, and definition of whether Kurdish people do constitute characteristics of a “nation”,  with standard knowledge define, describe, analyze and explain Kurdish nationalist theories.

Presenter 4

‘New’ Europeans and ‘Old’ Dilemmas: Political Consequences of Romani Nationalism

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (CoE) recently urged its membership to “treat the Roma issue not only from the perspective of a socially disadvantaged group, but from the perspective of a national minority entitled to enjoy the rights enshrined in the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities (ETS No. 157) and in the European Convention on Human Rights, as interpreted by the European Court of Human Rights” (CoE 26 Feb. 2010). Of late, the CoE and European Union (EU) have been describing and referring to European Roma as a nation, a European minority, and European national minority. However, perhaps contradictorily, Roma are fundamentally a heterogeneous and diasporic people, living across Europe in all European states, rather than in one, delineated territory or community. This begs the question: Can a nation be constituted from the outside in? In other words, can European lawmakers/policy-makers ‘will’ or ‘hope’ a Romani nation into existence? (Assuming one does not already exist). This paper will draw on established theories of nationalism and ethno-political mobilization in the hope of discerning, (a) the possibility and/or viability of Romani nationalism, and (b) the political consequences, for Roma and non-Roma, of such a development.
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